***To the Editors:***

The recent letter by Chow et al[@R1] is a welcomed addition to the discussion about new indicators to measure and understand the HIV epidemic. They propose a new HIV diagnosis rate to put the number of diagnoses each year in the context of the size of the population living with HIV. We agree that it is important to look beyond the absolute numbers, in this case new HIV diagnoses (or notifications), and understand them in the overall context of increasing HIV prevalence trends. A nuanced understanding of new diagnoses is particularly relevant in light of the updated 2020 National HIV/AIDS Strategy, which sets the goal of serostatus awareness for 90% of all persons living with HIV (PLWH).[@R2] In the case of the United States, the number of new HIV diagnoses has remained relatively stable from 2009 to 2012, ranging approximately ranging from 44,000 to 47,000, whereas HIV prevalence has increased from 1,161,800 to 1,218,400 over the same period.[@R3],[@R4]

To further understand recent trends in HIV diagnosis, we believe that there is an additional method to analyze new HIV diagnoses that provides useful insight into how effective testing services are in reaching the remaining undiagnosed PLWH. As previously described by Holtgrave,[@R5] we propose that dividing the number of new HIV diagnoses in a given year by the number of undiagnosed PLWH in the previous year is a useful previously underused HIV indicator. Using the most recent Centers for Disease Control and Prevention epidemiologic data,[@R3],[@R4] we determined the number of new HIV diagnoses in a given year divided by the number of undiagnosed PLWH in the previous year using the formula:

Table [1](#T1){ref-type="table"} displays our input parameters and results. Available data from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention allowed us to examine this measure from 2009 to 2012. We report that the percentage of new HIV diagnoses in a given year to undiagnosed PLWH in the previous year was 26.0% in 2009, 25.9% in 2010, 26.1% in 2011, and 27.7% in 2012.
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Our analysis suggests that not only does the number of new HIV diagnoses remain roughly constant over the 4-year study period, but also that approximately 26% of individuals unaware of their serostatus are being newly diagnosed each year (Table [1](#T1){ref-type="table"}). When this indicator is approximately constant over time, it signals that we must redouble our efforts to ensure full implementation of existing testing guidelines,[@R5],[@R6] as well as innovate new clinical and community testing strategies to reach an increasing proportion of undiagnosed PLWH. If we can achieve these steps, then we will continue our progress toward realizing the National HIV/AIDS Strategy goal regarding serostatus awareness for PLWH.
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